
 Happy New Year, 
APABA-DC Members, and 

welcome to a new decade!    

 APABA-DC ended 2009 
on several high notes:  First, at 

the NAPABA Convention in 
November, we were honored 
to receive the NAPABA Affili-
ate of the Year Award.  Sec-
ond, we witnessed one of our 
own members, John Truong, 
receive a 2009 NAPABA òBest 

Lawyer Under 40ó Award. 

 Finally, through the gen-
erosity of many members, we 
also gave back to the commu-
nity by collecting books for 
children and young adults 
served by the Vietnamese 
American Community Service 
Center and Asian American 
LEAD and distributing them at 
their holiday parties, and by 
providing volunteer staffing 
for the D.C. Bar Pro Bono Ad-
vice & Referral Clinic and the 
Asian Pacific American Legal 

Resource Center.    

 We enter 2010 (and the 
upcoming Year of the Tiger), 
excited to take advantage of 
the cold winter months ahead 

to present substantive pro-
grams on career development, 
employment opportunities, 
current events, and more.  But, 
of course, weõll also provide 
plenty of opportunities for 
networking in more relaxed 
settings.  Please check the 
event calendar on the home 
page of our website 
(www.apaba-dc.org) and 
peruse the weekly e-mail an-
nouncements to learn about 

these events.    

 January marks roughly 
the half-way point in the cur-
rent Boardõs term.  We wel-

come any feedback or sug-
gestions you may have, so that 
we can improve upon the 
benefits that we provide to 
you.  We also welcome volun-
teers to help organize or run 

events.  Please feel free to e-
mail me, or any Board mem-
ber, with your suggestions or 

to volunteer for an event.   

 At this time, we are also 
beginning a new membership 
year.  Please use the member-
ship renewal feature on our 
website to renew your mem-
bership for 2010, and take 
the opportunity to review your 
on-line profile to ensure that 
your information (especially 
your contact information) is 
up-to-date.  If you have any 
questions about your member-
ship or how to access your 
profile, please e-mail Priya 
Nair, Vice-President for Mem-
bership at membership 

@apaba-dc.org.  

 Thank you for your continu-
ing enthusiasm and participa-

tion. 

 Tacie Yoon 
 <president@apaba-dc.org> 

 December was a charity-
filled month for APABA-DC 
members, during which it kick-
started its new volunteer ef-
fort with the APALRC, success-
fully delivered the books from 
the Book Drive to students at 
AALead and the VACSC, and 
volunteered for the Advice 

and Referral Clinic. 
 

Volunteering with the APALRC 

 This Winter, the Asian Pa-
cific American Legal Resource 
Center (APALRC)ña non-

profit organization dedicated 
to advancing the legal and 
civil rights of Asian Americans 
in the D.C. metropolitan com-
munity through direct services, 
education, and advocacyñ
and APABA-DC teamed up to 
help staff its legal Helpline, 
where volunteers interview 
callers on the Helpline and use 
language skills to assist them 
with basic matters involving 
domestic violence, workplace 
rights, family law, immigration 

law, and other legal issues. 

APABA-DC Volunteers Make A Difference In December 
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 During the holiday season, the 
APALRC experiences an in-
creased need for assistance on 
the Helpline, as a result of law 
students that depart for exams 
and the holidays.  Members of 
APABA-DC, and various other 
local bar associations, volun-
teered to serve as intake volun-
teers during several shifts 
through the months of December 
and January.  Attorneys were 
asked to commit to a weekly 
three-hour volunteer shift for At AALead, Henry was very 

excited to receive his copy 

of Redwall! Continued on page 5. 

http://www.apaba-dc.org/
mailto:membership@apaba-dc.org
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conferred at the 2007 NA-
PABA Convention in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  NAPABA 
established the award to 
òrecognize the outstanding 
achievements, commitment 
and leadership of regional 
Asian Pacific American bar 
associations, which made 
exceptional contributions 

to the local community.ó 
 It was a special honor for 
me to accept the òAffiliate 
of the Yearó Award, along 
with APABA-DC President 
Tacie Yoon, on behalf of 
APABA-DC and its Board 
of Directors for the 2008-
2009 Term during the NA-
PABA Convention gala din-
ner.   
 Among APABA-DCõs ac-
complishments that NA-
PABA highlighted in the 
presentation of the awards 
were the annual judicial 
clerkship conference, pro-
fessional development 
workshops for young attor-
neys, a holiday book drive, 
and the identification of 
qualified judicial candi-

 On November 21, 2009, 
APABA-DC was presented 
with the 2009 NAPABA 
òAffiliate of the Yearó 
Award at the gala dinner 
during the 21st NAPABA 
Convention in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts.   
 The òAffiliate of the 
Yearó Award was first 

APABA-DC Named 2009 NAPABA òAffiliate Of The Yearó  
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Relations Board 

dates to be nominated for 
high-level federal appoint-
ments.   The hard work of the 
APABA-DC Board of Directors 
and the support of APABA-
DC members made all of 
APABA-DCõs achievements 
during the 2008-2009 Term 
possible.   
 Letõs make 2010 another 
memorable year! 
 To read NAPABAõs press 
release on APABA-DCõs re-
ceipt of the 2009 NAPABA 
òAffiliate of the Yearó 
Award, go to 
www.napaba.org.   
 For info on APABA-DC, go 
to www.apaba-dc.org under 
the òAbout APABAó tab. 
 

ñ Rosy Lor  

http://www.napaba.org
http://www.apaba-dc.org
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 On October 29, 
2009, the Practicing At-
torney Resource Commit-
tee co-sponsored a 
panel titled òNetworking 
and Mentoring: A Discus-
sion About Making Con-

nections Work for You.ó   

 The panel was co-
sponsored by Sey-
farth Shaw LLPõs 
Diversity Action 
Team, and held at 
Seyfarthõs Wash-
ington, D.C. office.  
About 40 atten-
dees, including 
APABA-DC mem-
bers, students, and 
Seyfarth attorneys, 
listened to the pan-
elists describe their 
experiences and 
give guidance to 
young lawyers re-
garding networking 

and mentoring.   

 The panelists 
included Seyfarth 
attorneys Ronald 
Gart and Minh Vu, 
Associate General 
Counsel for Fannie 
Mae Sara Todd, 
and Phong Nguyen 
of Baker Hostetler 
LLP.  The panel was 
moderated by District 
Court of Maryland 

Judge Brian G. Kim.   

 The panelists and 
moderator also spent 
considerable time 
speaking informally with 
attendees after the 

panel concluded. 

 The PAR Committee 
received positive feed-
back on the panel from 

attendees.   

 òI have attended 
many networking oppor-
tunities provided by 
APABA-DC and they 
have always led to posi-

tive experiences,ó said 
Liz Lee.  òThe panel 
members shared their 
own experiences re-
garding the positive 
benefits of networking, 
such as providing more 
exposure to job oppor-
tunities and building 
lasting relationships on a 

professional and per-

sonal level.ó 

 One of the PAR Com-
mitteeõs objectives is to 
encourage members to 
network and take advan-
tage of the networking 
and mentoring opportuni-
ties made available to 

them by APABA-DC.  
 New member Yeojin 
Anais Kim said, 
òNetworking opportuni-
ties offered by APABA-
DC are precious not only 
because I can find many 
role models for me as a 
new attorney but also 
because I can learn 
about the difficulties and 

APABA-DC PAR Committee and Seyfarth Shaw Host Networking Panel 

possibilities of success 

in practicing the law.ó   

 This panel was 
held shortly before 
the kickoff to the PAR 
Committeeõs mentor-
ship program, which 
matches up APABA-DC 
mentors looking to 

form men-
toring rela-
tionships.  
Yeojin 
summed up 
the value of 
creating 
connections 
with and 
finding men-
tors among 
APABA-DC 
members: 
òAPABA-DC 
membersõ 
considerate 
and practi-
cal advice is 
truly help-
ful for me to 
head in the 
right direc-
tion and es-
tablish pri-
orities in 
searching for 
future op-

portunities.ó 

 The PAR Commit-
tee would like to thank 
Phil Olaya and Jane 
Liu for their important 
contributions in plan-
ning the event; it 
would also like to 
thank Seyfarth Shaw 

for hosting the panel. 

ñ Taron Murakami 
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APABA-DC Hosts Dinner Event On Appellate Litigation 

 On February 4, 2010, twenty 
APABA-DC members had an oppor-
tunity to join three of the most suc-
cessful APA appellate litigators in 
the District of Columbia for dinner 
and an intimate discussion on "The Ins 

& Outs of Appellate Litigation."   

 The guest speakers were Todd 
Kim (Solicitor General of the District 
of Columbia), Anthony Yang 
(Assistant to the United States Solici-
tor General), and Kannon Shan-
mugam, a former Assistant to the 
United States Solicitor General who 
is now a partner at Williams & Con-

nolly LLP.  

 Andy Liu, a partner at Crowell & 
Moring LLP, our host for the event, 
moderated the lively question and 
answer session in which the three 
appellate and Supreme Court prac-
titioners provided useful insights on 
developing oral advocacy skills, pre-
paring for appellate arguments, and 
arguing before the Supreme Court 

and the federal circuit courts of ap-

peals. 

 APABA-DC thanks Board member 
Sujit Raman for organizing this infor-
mative event and providing APABA-
DC members a rare opportunity to 
meet and learn from three members 

of Washington's legal elite. 
 

ñ Tacie Yoon 

On January 23, 2010, Chef Kaz Oko-
chi of the award-winning Kaz Sushi 
Bistro held a private hands-on sushi 
making class for APABA-DC members 
at his restaurant.  Participants learned 
how to make and season sushi rice, 
and then under Chef Kaz's direction, 
made their own inside-out California 
rolls, spicy tuna rolls, shrimp hand rolls, 

and three kinds of nigiri sushi.  

 

And then, the students enjoyed eating 
their own creations, with accompani-
ments of miso soup and seaweed 

salad.  A fun time was had by all! 

Sushi Making Class With Chef Kaz Okochi 

Photos by Kris Ikejiri 
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several weeks during this period. 

 APABA-DC and the APALRC 
successfully hosted a training at 
the law firm of Fish & Richardson 
P.C. on Thursday, December 10, 
where Marita Etcubanez from the 
APALRC gave an overview of the 

APALRC, the helpline, and the 
type of issues volunteers could 

expect to address. 

 In its first year, this volunteer 
effort was a huge success.  Ap-
proximately fifteen volunteer at-
torneys filled every shift that the 

APALRC created for the Helpline.   

 The volunteer effort also pro-
vided attorneys with the opportu-
nity to learn about the legal issues 
that impact the Asian American 
community, learn more about 
public interest lawyering commu-
nity needs, and enabled them to 
use their language skills to help a 
community.  At the same time, 
APABA-DC, its members, and 
members of various local bar as-
sociations helped the APALRC re-
lieve itself of an annual backlog 
in responding to Helpline calls 

which they suffer from at this time 

of year. 

 APABA-DC and the APALRC 
look forward to continuing this 
program in May, August, and 
again at the end of this year, so 
please e-mail commu-
nity@apaba-dc.org for more in-

formation. 

 

Annual Book Drive 

 For the third year in a row, 
APABA played Santa to the youth 
who participate in tutoring and 
mentorship programs with two 
D.C. area community organiza-
tions, Asian American LEAD and 

(the largest group to come out 
that morning).  Volunteers arrived 
early on that cold Saturday morn-
ing at the clinic's northwest site, 
Bread for the City, to provide 
free legal services and assist 
members of the community by 
assessing their legal matters and 
providing general information 
and advice.  Thanks from all of 

our members to everyone who 

came out. 

 The Clinic provides individuals 
who have civil legal problems 
governed by D.C. or federal law 
an opportunity to discuss with vol-
unteer attorneys certain kinds of 
matters, including bankruptcy/
debt collection, consumer law, em-
ployment law, family law, health 
law, housing law (landlord & ten-

ant, etc.), immigration/asylum, 
personal injury, probate (wills, 
medical directives, etc.), public 
benefits (welfare, SSI, etc.) and 
tax law. All services are provided 

free of charge. 

 APABA-DC participates in this 
program twice a year, once in 
December, and again in July.  If 
you would like to volunteer in 
July, please look for the an-

nouncement in our newsletter, or e
-mail community@apaba-

dc.org.    

ñ  Rudhir Patel 

 

Continued from page 1. 

APABA-DC Volunteers Make A Difference In December 

the Vietnamese American Community 
Service Center.  APABA members col-
lected and delivered over 200 books 
so that each student could go home 
with the gift of a new book for the 

holidays. 

 On December 10th, we dropped 

off 150+ books to Asian American 
LEAD for the middle school and high 
school students who participate in 
their programs in Washington, D.C. 
and in Montgomery County, Mary-
land.  On December 22, we dropped 
off over 55 books to the Vietnamese 
American Community Service Center 
for the students, ages 5-18, who par-

ticipate in their programs.   

 All of the students had a great 

time opening up their books and 
trading amongst themselves.  Many 
kids received books they would other-
wise never have read, and for some 
kids, it may be the first time anyone 
has ever bought a book for them.  So 
thanks to all of our members who 
participated in this fantastic program.  
As you can see, we helped bring a 
smile to the faces of many kids in our 

community during the holidays. 

 

DC Bar Advice and Referral Clinic 

 On Saturday, December 12, 
2009, APABA-DC successfully helped 
staff the DC Bar Pro Bono Program's 
Advice and Referral Clinic with ten of 
our members serving as volunteers 

APALRC attorney volunteers attend training at the law offices of Fish & 
Richardson P.C. in December 2009. 

mailto:community@apaba-dc.org
mailto:community@apaba-dc.org
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Happy Hour with a Kick!  

To see more photos from recent APABA-DC events, visit 

www.apaba-dc.org or log onto the APABA-DC page on facebook.com! 

On Tuesday, December 1, 2009, APABA-DC 
Women's Forum proudly held "Happy Hour with 
a Kick," a self-defense demonstration which also 
included an interactive portion.  In collaboration 
with APABA-MD, SABA-DC, APABA-VA, & HBA-
DC, we networked over happy hour and then 
had over 20 participants, five APABA-DC board 
members, and two self-defense demonstrators join our event.  The self-defense dem-
onstration by Lauren Taylor with Defend Yourself (http://defendyourself.org/) was 
excellent and included 45 minutes of interactive training.  She first taught everyone 
verbal skills to stop an attack before it escalates to a physical level.  Next, we 

learned how to set clear boundaries with direct communication.  
Lastly, Lauren led us all in an interactive demonstration where we 

learned effective techniques.   
 

In closing, òHappy Hour with a Kick,ó was a great event where we 
met other DC area attorneys and learned how to protect our-
selves.  Most importantly, APABA-DC Womenõs Forum led the ef-
fort to raise a total of $500 in proceeds and donations to give to 
the Asian Pacific Islander Domestic Violence Resource Program.  
We would like to thank our generous co-sponsors as well as eve-

ryone who attended the event!          ñ Mariel Lim 

On November 17, 2009, the APABA-DC Practicing Attorneysõ Resource Commit-
tee hosted an opening reception to highlight the beginning of 2009 ð 2010 men-
toring program.   The event took place at Singapore Bistro on 19th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C.   The reception provided an opportunity for participants in the 
mentoring program to meet in person.  However, the event was open to all 
APABA-DC members and gave attendees a chance to mix and mingle in a lively 

and informal environment. 
 

Due to a shaky job market and unsettled economic climate, this yearõs mentoring 
program drew a record number of mentee-applicants with twenty-one applica-
tions.   Thanks to the generosity of the attorney-mentors, many of whom volun-
teered to be paired with more than one mentee, all of the applicants were suc-
cessfully paired in time for the opening reception.  This yearõs applicant pool con-

sisted of both recent graduates and the newly employed. 
 

At the suggestion of one of last yearõs mentors, applicants were instructed to sub-
mit both short term and long term goals as part of the application process.  Un-
derstandably, many of the applicants wanted to succeed in their current place of 
employment or finding a job in the short term.  However, in the long term, most of 
the applicants discussed their interest in giving back to the D.C. legal and APA 
community.  Although the length of this yearõs mentor pairings is expected to last 
for the course of the year, the PAR committee hopes the mentoring program will 
provide mentee-participants the opportunity to develop a strong mentor relation-

ship for many years to come. 

ñ Angela Gaw Duong 

APABA-DC Kicks Off 2009 ð 2010 Mentoring 

Continued from Page 1. 

Join us on facebook.com! 
(1) Login at www.facebook.com 

(2) Search for òAPABA-DCó 

(3) Add us as a òfriendó and keep updated with 

our events! 
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John Truong, the 2006-07 President of APABA-DC, was named one of 
NAPABAõs òBest Lawyers Under 40ó at the NAPABA Convention in Novem-
ber.  The òBest Under 40ó award recognizes talented members of the 
Asian Pacific American legal community under the age of 40 who have 
achieved prominence in their fields and have demonstrated a strong com-

mitment to civic or community affairs. 

 

John began his legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Ricardo M. 
Urbina in the U.S. District Court for District Columbia.  Following his clerk-
ship, John joined Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP in DC as an associate in the 
Antitrust Section, where he focused on defending class action litigation in 
federal and state courts.  While at Morgan Lewis, John received the Mor-

gan Lewis pro bono service award three years in a row. 

 

After six years at Morgan Lewis, John became the first Vietnamese-
American attorney to be hired by the Civil Division of the United States 
Attorneyõs Office in Washington, D.C.  During his time in the Civil Division, 
John represented federal executive government agencies in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia and U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit.  He received the Sustained Superior Performance Award and 

the Special Achievement Award. 

 

In October 2008, John transferred to the Criminal Division, where he quickly advanced from prosecuting misde-
meanors to more dangerous felony offenses involving narcotics trafficking, weapons, and stolen vehicles.  To 

date, John has litigated more than 15 jury and non-jury trials to verdict. 

 

John has played a vital role in carrying out the mission of APABA-DC and leading the organization through one 
of its most difficult times.  John first joined the APABA-DC Board of Directors as Secretary in 2003 and served 
in that position for two years and then joined its Judicial Nominations Committee in 2005.  In 2006, he was 
elected President-Elect to serve with Robert Wone, the in-coming President.  When Robert was tragically mur-
dered in August 2006, the APABA-DC Board held an emergency meeting and voted to elevate John to the po-
sition of President.  During his term as President, John played a key role in organizing the third annual minority 
judicial clerkship and internship conference, which had been co-founded by Robert Wone in 2004, and contin-
ues today in his honor.  In addition to his leadership in APABA-DC and his commitment to the Asian Pacific 
American community, John has delivered keynote addresses on the topics of citizenship and constitutional rights 
at naturalization and citizenship ceremonies, and at local community and civic organizations.  In 2006, he re-
ceived the òAmericanism Medaló from the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, which 
is one of its highest honors, given to one 
natural born citizen and one naturalized citi-
zen for demonstrating extraordinary quali-
ties of leadership, trustworthiness, service, 

and patriotism. 

 

APABA-DC salutes John Truong for this well-

deserved award! 
 

Past APABA-DC President, John Truong, Receives 
òBest Lawyer Under 40ó Award 

The Asian Pacific American Bar Association of the 
Greater Washington, D.C. Area, Inc. ("APABA-DC") is an 
organization of over 400 members comprised of attor-
neys, law professors, law students, government officials, 
and other interested individuals. We are an organiza-
tion dedicated to serving our members and advocating 
for the legal needs and interests of the Asian Pacific 
American community, the greater Washington D.C. area, 

and the legal profession. 

John Truong receives his award in Boston at 

the 2009 NAPABA Convention. 
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 On November 5, 2009, 
APABA-DC launched its an-
nual Membership Drive with a 
Happy Hour Friendraiser and 
Holiday Book Drive at Teaism 
in Penn Quarter.  APABA-MD, 
VABA-DC and APABA-VA co-
sponsored the event. 
 Approximately 40 mem-
bers and those interested in 
joining APABA-DC discussed 
the benefits of membership, 
including networking opportu-
nities, social events, involve-
ment in Asian American com-
munities, and educational 
seminars.   
 This event also kicked off 
the holiday season with a 
Book Drive, benefiting Asian 
American Lead and the Viet-
namese American Community 
Center.  APABA-DC collected 
a box of children's books at 
the Friendraiser Happy Hour. 
 On December 3, 2009, 
APABA-DC celebrated the 
holiday season at Mandu, in 
DuPont Circle.  Approxi-
mately 30 members recon-
nected while dining on a four 
course Korean meal.   
 APABA-DC collected an-
other box of books at this 
event for Asian American 
Lead and the Vietnamese 
American Community Center.  
Special thanks to Lana Jeng 
for organizing the dinner! 
 In late October, a small 
group gathered at a private 
residence in Silver Spring, 
Maryland for the first APABA
-DC book club meeting.  The 
book club discusses books or 
novels by Asian American 
authors or about issues af-
fecting the Asian American 
community.   
 The group in October 
discussed The Snakehead:  An 
Epic Tale of The Chinatown 
Underworld and the American 

Dream by Patrick Radden 
Keefe.  Mr. Keefe made a 
guest appearance and 
spoke about his research 
in writing the book.  Spe-
cial thanks to Mr. Keefe 
for joining the meeting! 
 The book club had its 
second meeting on Janu-
ary 30, despite the snowy 
weather.  The selected 
book was All That Work 
and Still No Boys, by Kath-
ryn Ma -- a collection of 
short stories focusing on 
family relationships in the 
framework of the North-
ern California Chinese-

American community.   

 The author participated 
by telephone from San 
Francisco for part of the 
meeting.  For information 

Programming Committee Off To A Strong Start 

On December 3, 2009, nine 
APABA-DC members at-
tended the 2009 Pursuit of 
Justice Award reception of 
the American Society of 
Jewish Lawyers and Jurists, 
held at the U.S. Supreme 
Court, to honor Martin Men-
delsohn and Robert L. 

Weinberg.    

 

Associate Justice Stephen 
G. Breyer delivered the in-
troductory remarks in the 
Supreme Courtõs Courtroom, 
where the awards were 

presented. 

APABA-DC Members Attend Supreme Court Event 

about the next book club 
meeting, please e-mail 
programs@apaba-

dc.org. 
 

ñ Grace Wu de Plaza 


